
Tutorial: Making Other Data Visualizations Using Flourish 

1. Find a dataset with strong quantitative values (lots of numbers) that would be well 

represented in a chart or graph. Census-like data will be the most helpful for building a 

visualization. You can search for your own dataset on NHGIS, build your own dataset, or 

you can use these datasets (1790-1850) provided for download:  

  http://6floors.org/teaching/assets/nhgis0004_csv.zip 

2. If you download the above census data files from this link to your computer, open the 

zipped file, select the first single folder, and then you should see several excel (CSV) 

files sorted by decade. You can select a single decade to work with, or you could 

construct your own dataset of multiple decades (see step 3). Select your desired files to 

open in Excel. Delete the first row (it contains weird codes that we don’t need). 

a. NOTE: if you want to compare years, the files for 1790, 1800, and 1810 have 

differing column headers from each other—the years 1820-1850 share more 

similar columns. If you are not going to compare data, skip to step 4. 

3.  To combine or make your own dataset, you can copy and paste matching columns 

together. The easiest way to do this is to open a new, blank worksheet, copy a column, 

and paste it into the new worksheet. When you add additional data into the sheet (like 

adding an 1850 column to an 1820 one) delete the extra titles of that appear from the 

pasted column. Also, be sure that your columns match up so that the data is accurate! 

4. Once your spreadsheet of data is ready to go, save it to your computer in a place you will 

remember. 

5. Go to Flourish and sign in (upper right corner)—we used Flourish for the data mapping, 

so if you created an account, sign in to that account, or follow the prompts to create free 

account.   

6. Once logged in, you will see your dashboard of your projects, click “New Visualization” 

 

https://data2.nhgis.org/main
http://6floors.org/teaching/assets/nhgis0004_csv.zip
https://flourish.studio/


7. Select the first template title, it is labeled “Line, Bar, and Pie Charts”, this will open a 

new page and click “create visualization” 

8. Give your visualization a name in the upper left corner (choose a name that fits the data 

you are representing). 

9. Select the “data” tab. 

 

 

10. We are going to replace the sample data the Flourish gave us. Click the blue “upload 

data” button on the right side of the screen and select your spreadsheet that you saved to 

your computer. 

11. You may have to adjust the columns that will be represented in the visualization on the 

right-hand side of the data screen. Labels/Time will appear on the X-axis, Values are the 

numbers in your data (Y-axis). 

 



12. Switch to the “preview” tab to view your visualization. At the start, it may appear as a 

line chart. To change the visualization type, select an option from the drop-down menu 

on the right side labeled “chart type”—choose a type that you think best represents your 

data.  

13. From here, you can tinker with different appearance options or if you are all done, export 

your final product by clicking “export and publish” in the upper right corner of the 

screen. First, publish the visualization. Then, you can copy the link, copy the embed code 

(keeps visualization interactive), or download an image of the visualization to put into 

your blog assignment! 

a. If you want to embed, go to the “new post” screen in Wordpress, switch the 

editor from “visual” to “text” and then paste in the embed code at the top. Switch 

back to the visual editor and continue writing the rest of your post! Your Flourish 

Visualization will look like a little film icon while in the editor, but will appear on 

the public side   (see screenshots below) 
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