
Data Map Tutorial using Flourish 

1. Click this link to automatically download the Shapefiles: 

http://6floors.org/teaching/assets/SimplifiedShapefiles-1790-1850.zip 

2. Once downloaded, right-click on the zipped folder  “extract all…” 

3. Open the unzipped folder to see that there are seven folders for the decades 1790-1850.  

4. Open the following link in your browser: mapshaper.org 

5. Click “Select” in “Drop files here or select from folder” in the upload box at the top of 

the page.  

6. Navigate to the unzipped folder of shapefiles, open a decade folder to view the FOUR 

files inside, select all four files (hold ctrl + clicking on them), and click “open” in the 

bottom right.  

7. Mapshaper will display the four files you want to import and a few additional options; 

keep the pre-set options the same, select “Import”. 

 

 
8. Mapshaper will then display a full map with county outlines! There may be red dots, 

showing uncompromised intersections, select the “X” in the upper left for those 

intersections.  

9. In the upper right, select “export” and then select “GeoJSON” and “export” 

 

http://6floors.org/teaching/assets/SimplifiedShapefiles-1790-1850.zip
https://mapshaper.org/


 

10. After selecting “export”, it will download the GeoJSON file to your computer. 

11. Open the link to Flourish in a new tab in your browser: https://flourish.studio/ 

12. Select “Sign In” in the upper right corner and create a free account. 

13. In the dashboard, select the blue “New Visualization” button in the upper left corner. 

 

 

14. Scroll down to “project maps” and select “blank map” 

 

https://flourish.studio/


 

15. Give your map a title in the upper left and navigate to the “Data” tab. 

16. Select “Upload data” and upload the GeoJSON file you created from Mapshaper. This 

will populate the columns with county information.  

17. Download census data files from this link to your computer, open the zipped file, select 

the single folder, and then it should open several excel (CSV) files by decade: 

http://6floors.org/teaching/assets/nhgis0004_csv.zip 

18. Open the matching CSV file, and delete the first row (not column). Save the CSV under a 

new name. You may make other edits to limit the columns or rows of data available. 

19. Go back to Flourish, select the drop down arrow next to “upload data” and select the 

“upload data and merge” option.  

20.  Select the matching excel (CSV) file for the same decade as your map.  

21. There will be two drop down menus, select “GISJOIN” in both (the data sheet may only 

have GISJOIN Matching Code, this is fine). This will merge the sheets in the data tab. 

22. Columns C and H are probably labeled incorrectly; double click on the column label and 

write in “County”.  

 

23. On the right side, there is a space to choose 

which columns to visualize on the map. Geometry = 

Column A, Name = Column C (or a county column), and 

Value = some kind of census information, whatever 

demographics interest you. You can also select more 

than one value by separating the column labels by a 

comma. In the screenshot below, I am representing the 

column s (nonwhite enslaved females ages 1-4 and  

nonwhite enslaved males ages 1-4) as CK,CZ. 

a. Metadata for popups option: the popup   

will show the column totals represented on your map, 

http://6floors.org/teaching/assets/nhgis0004_csv.zip


but it would be useful to viewers to also display grand totals. So if my map 

represents nonwhite, enslaved females and males ages 1-4, I might want to show 

the total number of nonwhite enslaved people all ages in the pop-up metadata so 

that viewers can see how young children compare to the overall population.  

24. Select the preview tab to view your map! It probably looks multicolored.  

 

25. On the right column, find the “Regions 

Layer” and find “Fill” under that option. First 

select Numeric as the scale type and then 

“Binned”, Binning Mode should be “Quantile”, 

and select your preferred palette color. You can 

also change increase the number of “bins” to 

increase to color gradation across the map (at least 

5 is ideal, tinker with this). 

26. In the Preview tab, within the Regions 

settings, go to the Controls settings and select 

which control you would like to use (slider, toggle 

buttons, etc). If you're using a timed slider, this is 

also where you can set the time between the steps 

and select if you'd like to loop the animation. 

  

 

 

27. When you are ready to export your data map, select “export and publish” in the upper 

right corner, and select “Publish to share and embed.” Copy the first link and paste it into 

your blog post! 

 

 

 


